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the theological and political support of the maritime
Baltic cities, and was regardless of the interests and
deaf to the entreaties of his native merchants. It is
true that this hot-tempered and capricious monarch
several times threatened the League with a restriction
of their rights. Once indeed his threats seemed so
likely to take effect that the Hamburgers, in alarm,
advised the Steelyard authorities to remove from the
factory all silver vessels and all ready money. How-
ever, these threats were not serious; they were perhaps
but a ruse to extract more pecuniary or moral as-
sistance from his allies.

The successive checks, however, which the League
was encountering in other foreign countries were not
without their reactionary effect upon England. Various
discussions arose between Hanseatic and English mer-
chants, and led to more or less violent squalls, which
were certainly the prelude to the coming tempest.

The Hansa, for instance, complained that they had
been suddenly forbidden to export English goods into
foreign countries, that is to say, countries other than
Germany proper. Above all, an attempt was made to
prevent them from carrying English cloth into the
Low Countries. This traffic the Merchant Adven-
turers, an association formed partly upon the pattern
of the Hansa, wished to reserve to themselves,alone.

The Hanseatics further revolted against the old-
established custom that made them all responsible
for infraction of privilege, and punished them for the
wrong done by one or several of their cities against
some individual Englishman.

On their side the English insisted with much bitter-